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[Press Release]  

Revelation of the DSC’s Spying on Moon Jae-in’s 

Presidential Camp 

CMHRK winning the lawsuit for disclosure of the DSC’s surveillance 

reports on the opposition party politicians during the 19th 

Presidential Election 
 

 On 25 June 2021, the Seoul Administrative Court (the 6th Chamber, presided by Judge Lee 

Juyeong, Court) ruled partially favorable for the Center for Military Human Rights Korea 

(CMHRK) in the lawsuit against the Defense Security Support Command (former Defense 

Security Command, DSC) to revoke its decision of dismissal on the Plaintiff’s request of 

information disclosure (ref.: 2020GuHab57134).  

 This lawsuit was raised by the CMHRK, which apprehended circumstances in 2019 that 

the DSC had illegally spied on presidential camps and politicians of then-opposition 

parties during the 19th Presidential Election in 2017. The CMHRK applied for the request 

of disclosure of information about the documents produced as information reports by the 

Information Conflation Office. 

 The CMHRK has confirmed that, around the impeachment of President Park Geunhye, the 

DSC had widely surveilled on Moon Jae-in’s presidential camp, Ahn Cheol-su’s camp, 

lawmakers and politicians of the Democratic Party, Mr. Hong Seok-cheon, the former 

Joongang Daily President, retired generals who were acting or known to be participating 

in a presidential camp. The DSC made reports thereon from such surveillance and reported 

to the then-Chief of National Security Office of the Cheongwadae, Mr. Kim Kwanjin, and 

then-Minister of National Defense, Mr. Han Min-gu. 

 The CMHRK requested disclosure of a total of 42 documents produced by the DSC’s 

Information Conflation Office during the aforementioned period. However, the Defense 

Security Support Command decided to dismiss the request. Thus, the CMHRK lodged an 

administrative lawsuit. After a year and four months, finally, the CMHRK partially won 

the case in the first instance – the Court ruled revocation of non-disclosure decision on 9 

documents out of 42. 

# Title Date Reader 

1 Synthesis of Choi Sun-sil’s Military Intervention 19 Nov. 2016 Minister 

2 Hearsay on the Media’s Reporting on Suspicion of Choi Sun-sil’s 

Military Intervention 

6 Jan. 2017 Minister 

3 Recent Movements of Conservative and Security Organizations 10 Jan. 2017 Minister 

4 Hearsay on the Media’s Reporting on Suspicion of Choi Sun-sil’s 

Military Intervention 

3 Jan. 2017 Chief 

5 Talking of Possibility of Moon Jae-in’s Consideration of ‘Civilian 

Defense Minister’ 

3 Mar. 2017 Minister 

6 Review on the Issuance of Guidance on the Management of the 31 Mar. 2017 Minister 
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Former Presidential Documents 

7 Hearsay on the Admiral Hwang Gicheol’s Declaration of Support 

for Moon Jae-in 

14 Apr. 2017 Minister 

8 Rumor about the Re-appointment of General Jeon In-beom upon 

Election of Candidate Moon Jae-in 

28 Apr. 2017 Minister 

9 Thoughts of the Surroundings about the Minister (Han Min-gu) 26 May 2017 Minister 

Table 1 List of Nine Documents Decided to be Disclosed by the Court 

 However, the Court did not revoke the non-disclosure decisions of documents related to 

the surveillance on the presidential camps. It ruled that they appear to be information that 

predicts reforms of organization related to the national security and changes in policies 

and counters thereto in advance, which is understanding of major parties’ and presidential 

candidates’ commitments and policies related to the national security; thus, they fall under 

the definition of collection and production of information for the purpose of analysis of 

information related to the national security. 

- Moon Jae-in Camp’s Preconceived Plan on the Reform of the National Intelligence 

Service (14 Apr. 2017) 

- Recent Internal Atmosphere of Ahn Cheol-su’s Camp (14 Apr. 2017) 

- Inside-Atmosphere of the Democratic Party about Abolition of Security Office under 

the Cheongwadae (14 Apr. 2017) 

- Hearsay on the Democratic Party’s Preparation of Guideline to the Pending Military 

Issues (22 Mar. 2017) 

- Hearsay on Mr. Honorable Kim Byeongki of the Democratic Party’s Check on the 

Movements of the National Intelligence Service (28 Apr. 2017) 

 Additionally, the Court did not revoke the non-disclosure decision of the surveillance 

report of a major figure because its disclosure may violate the right to privacy of the 

concerned individual (Outlooks on the Future Steps of Mr. Hong Seokhyeon, former 

President of the Joongang Daily, 28 Apr. 2017). 

 The CMHRK could have verified through just those nine documents that the DSC 1) spied 

on the presidential camps beyond its original mission, 2) surveilled on civilians, 3) 

monitored on political movements, and 4) every focus of its surveillance inclined to then-

opposition parties. 

 Moreover, the CMHRK could also have verified through this lawsuit that the documents 

do exist about innermost information, such as presidential candidates’ internal movements 

that DSC had collected and spied on. The 42 documents, which the CMHRK requested for 

disclosure, were all existing documents as the Court examined.  

 The CMHRK finds that those documents whose non-disclosure decision was not revoked 

are indeed from illegal surveillance on civilians and unrestrictedly collected information 

based on the arbitrary interpretation of laws and regulations under the pretext of military-

related information. Hence, it is going to continue appellate trials.  

 Besides, in terms of the nine documents whose non-disclosure decision is revoked, the 
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CMHRK urges the Defense Security Support Command’s immediate disclosure without 

appellate ruling. The Command has declared by itself to be a newly born organization fully 

turned from the DSC, which was a deep-rooted evil. Therefore, it has no reason not to 

disclose those illegal surveillance reports to cover the past wrongdoings of the DSC. 

 The CMHRK has lodged another administrative lawsuit for revocation of non-disclosure 

decisions on the 11 information reports, which contain circumstances of the DSC’s review 

of martial law plan even before the National Assembly’s passage of impeachment motion 

against President Park Geunhye around from October to November 2016. The result of 

this lawsuit will be delivered on 23 July 2021 at 14:00 (Seoul Administrative Court 4th 

Chamber, 2020GuHab54005). 
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